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Islam Background 
Muslim tradition views Muhammad (c. 570 – June 8, 632) as the seal of the 

prophets. During the last 22 years of his life, beginning at age 40 in 610 CE, 

according to the earliest surviving biographies, Muhammad reported 

revelations that he believed to be from God, conveyed to him through 

the archangel Gabriel (Jibril). Muhammad's companions memorized and 

recorded the content of these revelations, known as the Qur'an.  

During this time, Muhammad in Mecca preached to the people, imploring 

them to abandon polytheism and to worship one God. Although some 

converted to Islam, the leading Meccan authorities persecuted Muhammad 

and his followers. This resulted in the Migration to Abyssinia of some Muslims 

(to the Aksumite Empire). Many early converts to Islam were the poor and 

former slaves like Bilal ibn Rabah al-Habashi. The Meccan élite felt that 

Muhammad was destabilising their social order by preaching about one God 

and about racial equality, and that in the process he gave ideas to the poor 

and to their slaves.  

After 12 years of the persecution of Muslims by the Meccans and the Meccan 

boycott of the Hashemites, Muhammad's relatives, Muhammad and the 

Muslims performed the Hijra ("emigration") to the city of Medina (formerly 

known as Yathrib) in 622. There, with the Medinan converts (Ansar) and the 

Meccan migrants (Muhajirun), Muhammad in Medina established his political 

and religious authority. A state was established in accordance with Islamic 

economic jurisprudence. The Constitution of Medina was formulated, 

instituting a number of rights and responsibilities for the Muslim, Jewish, 

Christian and pagan communities of Medina, bringing them within the fold of 

one community — the Ummah.  

All the tribes signed the agreement to defend Medina from all external 

threats and to live in harmony amongst themselves. Within a few years, two 
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battles took place against the Meccan forces: first, the Battle of Badr in 

624 - a Muslim victory, and then a year later, when the Meccans 

returned to Medina, the Battle of Uhud, which ended inconclusively. 

The Arab tribes in the rest of Arabia then formed a confederation and 

during the Battle of the Trench (March–April 627) besieged Medina, 

intent on finishing off Islam. In 628, theTreaty of Hudaybiyyah was 

signed between Mecca and the Muslims and was broken by Mecca two 

years later. After the signing of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah many more 

people converted to Islam. At the same time, Meccan trade routes were 

cut off as Muhammad brought surrounding desert tribes under his 

control.  By 629 Muhammad was victorious in the nearly 

bloodless conquest of Mecca, and by the time of his death in 632 (at 

the age of 62) he had united the tribes of Arabia into a single 

religious polity 

About Religion 

Islam is a monotheistic, Abrahamic religion articulated by the Qur'an, 

a religious text considered by its adherents to be the verbatim word 

of God (Allāh), and, for the vast majority of adherents, by the teachings 

and normative example (called the sunnah, composed of accounts 

called hadith) of Muhammad (8 June 632 CE), considered by most of 

them to be the last prophet of God. An adherent of Islam is called 

a Muslim (sometimes spelled "Moslem"). 

Muslims also believe that God is one and incomparable and that 

the purpose of existence is to worship God.  Muslims also believe that 

Islam is the complete and universal version of a primordial faith that 

was revealed many times before through prophets 
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including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.  Although a large 

majority of Muslims do maintain that the previous messages and 

revelations have been partially misinterpreted over time, they are 

nevertheless all obliged, according to the Qur'an, to treat the older 

scriptures with the utmost respect.  As for the Qur'an, Muslims 

consider it to be both the unaltered and the final revelation of 

God.  The Five Pillars of Islam (arkan al-Islam; also arkan ad-din, "pillars 

of religion") are five basic acts in Islam, considered obligatory for all 

believers. The Quran presents them as a framework for worship and a 

sign of commitment to the faith. They are (1) the creed (shahadah), (2) 

daily prayers (salat), (3) almsgiving (zakah), (4) fasting 

during Ramadan and (5) the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj) at least once in 

a lifetime. Both Shia and Sunni sects agree on the essential details for 

the performance of these acts. 

Faith System  

Islam's most fundamental concept is a rigorous monotheism, 

called tawḥīd. God is described in chapter 112 of the Qur'an as: "Say: 

He is God, the One and Only; God, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth 

not, nor is He begotten; and there is none like unto Him." Muslims 

and Jews repudiate the Christian doctrine of the Trinity and divinity 

of Jesus, comparing it to polytheism. In Islam, God is beyond all 

comprehension and Muslims are not expected to visualize God. God is 

described and referred to by certain names or attributes, the most 

common being Al-Rahmān, meaning "The Compassionate" and Al-

Rahīm, meaning "The Merciful" (See Names of God in Islam).  

Allāh is the term with no plural or gender used by Muslims and Arabic-

speaking Christians and Jews to reference God, while ʾilāh (in Arabic) is 

Five Pillars of Islam 

 Testimony 

The Shahadah, which is the 

basic creed of Islam that must be 

recited under oath with the specific 

statement: "'ašhadu 'al-lā ilāha illā-

llāhu wa 'ašhadu 'anna muħammadan 

rasūlu-llāh", or "I testify that there is 

no god but God, Muhammad is the 

messenger of God.” This testament is a 

foundation for all other beliefs and 

practices in Islam. Muslims must 

repeat the shahadah in prayer, and 

non-Muslims wishing to convert to 

Islam are required to recite the creed. 

Prayer 

Ritual prayers, called Ṣalāh or Ṣalāt 

(Arabic), must be performed five times 

a day. Salat is intended to focus the 

mind on God, and is seen as a personal 

communication with him that 

expresses gratitude and worship. Salat 

is compulsory but flexibility in the 

specifics is allowed depending on 

circumstances. The prayers are recited 

in the Arabic language, and consist of 

verses from the Qur'an. The prayers 

are done with the chest in direction of 

the kaaba though in the early days of 

Islam, they were done in direction of 

Jerusalem. 
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the term used for a deity or a god in general. Other non-Arab Muslims 

might use different names as much as Allah, for instance "Tanrı" 

inTurkish, "Khodā" in Persian or Ḵẖudā in Urdu. 

Belief in the "Day of Resurrection", Yawm al-Qiyāmah is also crucial for 

Muslims. They believe the time of Qiyāmah is preordained by God but 

unknown to man. The trials and tribulations preceding and during 

the Qiyāmah are described in the Qur'an and the hadith, and also in 

the commentaries of scholars. The Qur'an emphasizes bodily 

resurrection, a break from the pre-Islamic Arabian understanding of 

death.  

On Yawm al-Qiyāmah, Muslims believe all mankind will be judged on 

their good and bad deeds and consigned to Jannah (paradise) 

or Jahannam (hell). The Qurʼan in Surat al-Zalzalah describes this as, 

"So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it (99:7) and 

whoever does an atom's weight of evil will see it (99:8)." Mystical 

traditions in Islam place the heavenly delights in the context of an 

ecstatic awareness of God. 

According to Muslim theologians, although events are pre-ordained, 

man possesses free will in that he or she has the faculty to choose 

between right and wrong, and is thus responsible for his actions. 

According to Islamic tradition, all that has been decreed by God is 

written inal-Lawh al-Mahfūz, the "Preserved Tablet" 

Gods / Messengers  

Muslims identify the prophets of Islam (Arabic: anbiyāʾ) as those 

humans chosen by God to be his messengers. According to the Qurʼan, 

the prophets were instructed by God to bring the "will of God" to the 

Five Pillars of Islam 
 Places of Worship 

A mosque is a place of worship for 

Muslims, who often refer to it by its 

Arabic name, masjid. The 

word mosque in English refers to all 

types of buildings dedicated to Islamic 

worship, although there is a distinction 

in Arabic between the smaller, 

privately owned mosque and the 

larger, "collective" mosque (masjid 

jāmi').  

Al-Masjid al-Nabawi the Prophets 

Mosque in Madina was also a place of 

refuge for the poor. Modern mosques 

have evolved greatly from the early 

designs of the 7th century, and contain 

a variety of architectural elements such 

as minarets 

A Dargah (Persian) is an Islamic shrine 

built over the grave of a revered 

religious figure, often a Sufi saint or 

dervish. Muslims may visit the shrine 

for ziyarat, a term associated with 

religious visits and pilgrimages. 

Quick References 

Dargah 
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peoples of the nations. Muslims believe that prophets are human and 

not divine, though some are able to perform miracles to prove their 

claim. Islamic theology says that all of God's messengers preached the 

message of Islam—submission to the will of God. The Qurʼan mentions 

the names of numerous figures considered prophets in Islam, 

including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and Jesus, among others.  

Muslims believe that God finally sent Muhammad as the last law 

bearing prophet (Seal of the Prophets) to convey the divine message to 

the whole world (to sum up and to finalize the word of God). In Islam, 

the "normative" example of Muhammad's life is called the Sunnah 

(literally "trodden path"). This example is preserved in traditions known 

as hadith, which recount his words, his actions, and his personal 

characteristics. Hadith Qudsi is a sub-category of hadith, regarded as 

the words of God repeated by Muhammad differing from the Quran in 

that they are expressed in Muhammad's words, whereas the Qur'an is 

understood as the direct words of God. The classical Muslim jurist ash-

Shafi'i  emphasized the importance of the Sunnah in Islamic law, and 

Muslims are encouraged to emulate Muhammad's actions in their daily 

lives. The Sunnah is seen as crucial to guiding interpretation of the 

Qur'an 

Holy books  

The Islamic holy books are the records which most Muslims believe 

were dictated by God to various prophets. Muslims believe that parts of 

the previously revealed scriptures, the Tawrat (Torah) and 

the Injil (Gospels), had become distorted—either in interpretation, in 

text, or both. The Qur'an (literally, "Reading" or "Recitation") is viewed 

Five Pillars of Islam 

Alms Giving 

"Zakāt" (Arabic: "alms") is giving a fixed 

portion of accumulated wealth by 

those who can afford it to help the 

poor or needy and for those employed 

to collect Zakat; also, for bringing 

hearts together, freeing captives, for 

those in debt (or bonded labour) and 

for the (stranded) traveller. It is 

considered a religious obligation (as 

opposed to voluntary charity) that the 

well-off owe to the needy because 

their wealth is seen as a "trust from 

God's bounty". Conservative estimates 

of annual zakat are estimated to be 15 

times global humanitarian aid 

contributions. The amount of zakat to 

be paid on capital assets (e.g. money) 

is 2.5% (1/40) per year, for people who 

are not poor. The Qur'an and the 

hadith also urge a Muslim to give even 

more as an act of voluntary alms-giving 

called Sadaqah 
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by Muslims as the final revelation and literal word of God and is widely 

regarded as the finest literary work in the Arabic language. 

Muslims usually view "the Qur'an" as the original scripture as revealed 

in Arabic and that any translations are necessarily deficient, which are 

regarded only as commentaries on the Qur'an 

The Shariʻ ah  

The Shariʻah (literally "the path leading to the watering place") is 

Islamic law formed by traditional Islamic scholarship, which most 

Muslim groups adhere to. Shariʻah "constitutes a system of duties that 

are incumbent upon a Muslim by virtue of his or her religious belief". 

The Quran set the rights, the responsibilities and the rules for people 

and for societies to adhere to. Muhammad provided an example, which 

is recorded in the hadith books, showing how he practically 

implemented those rules in a society. 

Many of the Sharia laws that differ are devised through Ijtihad where 

there is no such ruling in the Quran or the Hadiths of Islamic 

prophet Muhammad regarding a similar case. As Muhammad's 

companions went to new areas, they were pragmatic and in some cases 

continued to use the same ruling as was given in that area during pre-

Islamic times. If the population felt comfortable with it, it was just and 

they used Ijtihad to deduce that it did not conflict with the Quran or the 

Hadith. This made it easier for the different communities to integrate 

into the Islamic State and that assisted in the quick expansion of the 

Islamic State. Since the Constitution of Medina, was drafted by 

the Islamic prophet Muhammad the Jews and the Christians continued 

Five Pillars of Islam 

Fasting 

Fasting, (Arabi- ṣawm), from food and 

drink (among other things) must be 

performed from dawn to dusk during 

the month of Ramadhan. The fast is to 

encourage a feeling of nearness to 

God, and during it Muslims should 

express their gratitude for and 

dependence on him, atone for their 

past sins, and think of the 

needy. Sawm is not obligatory for 

several groups for whom it would 

constitute an undue burden. For 

others, flexibility is allowed depending 

on circumstances, but missed fasts 

usually must be made up quickly 

 

Quick Reference 
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to use their own laws in the Islamic State and had their own judges 

The method Islamic jurists use to derive rulings is known as usul al-

fiqh ("legal theory", or "principles of jurisprudence"). To reduce the 

divergence, in the 9th century, a student of Malik ibn Anas, the 

jurist ash-Shafi'i provided a theoretical basis for Islamic law by codifying 

the principles of jurisprudence (including the four fundamental roots) in 

his book ar-Risālah. 

Islamic law covers all aspects of life, from matters of state, like 

governance and foreign relations, to issues of daily living. The Qur'an 

defines hudud as the punishments for five specific crimes: unlawful 

intercourse, false accusation of unlawful intercourse, consumption of 

alcohol, theft, and highway robbery. The Qur'an and Sunnah also 

contain laws of inheritance, marriage, and restitution for injuries and 

murder, as well as rules for fasting, charity, and prayer. 

The differences between the denominations in Islam are primarily 

political and amplified after the Safavid invasion of Persia in the 1500s 

and the subsequent Safavid conversion of Iran to Shia Islam due to the 

politics between the Safavids and the Ottoman Empire.  After the 

demise of the Safavid dynasty, the new ruler of Persia, Nader 

Shah (1698 to 1747) himself a Sunni attempted to improve relations 

with Sunni nations by propagating the integration of Shiism by calling it 

Jaafari Madh'hab.  Since Jafar al-Sadiq himself disapproved of people 

who disapproved of his great grandfather Abu Bakr the first caliph. 

  

Five Pillars of Islam 

Pilgrimage 

The pilgrimage, called the ḥajj (Arabic ), 

has to be done during the Islamic 

month of Dhu al-Hijjah in the city of 

Mecca. Every able-bodied Muslim who 

can afford it must make the pilgrimage 

to Mecca at least once in his or her 

lifetime. Rituals of the Hajj include: 

spending a day and a night in the tents 

in the desert plain of Mina, then a day 

in the desert plain of Arafat praying 

and worshiping God, following the 

footsteps of Abraham. Then spending a 

night out in the open, sleeping on the 

desert sand in the desert plain of 

Muzdalifah, then moving to Jamarat, 

symbolically stoning the 

Devil recounting Abraham's actions. 

Then going to Mecca and walking 

seven times around the Kaaba which 

Muslims believe was built as a place of 

worship by Abraham. Then walking 

seven times between Mount 

Safa and Mount Marwah recounting 

the steps of Abraham's wife, while she 

was looking for water for her son 

Ismael in the desert before Mecca 

developed into a settlement. 
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Jurists 

There are many terms in Islam to refer to religiously sanctioned 

positions of Islam, but "jurist" generally refers to the educated class 

of Muslim legal scholars engaged in several fields of Islamic studies. In a 

broader sense, the term ulema is used to describe the body of Muslim 

clergy who have completed several years of training and study of Islamic 

sciences, such as a mufti, qadi, faqih, or muhaddith. Some Muslims 

include under this term the village mullahs, imams, and maulvis—who 

have attained only the lowest rungs on the ladder of Islamic scholarship; 

other Muslims would say that clerics must meet higher standards to be 

considered ulama (singular Aalim). Some Muslims practise ijtihad 

whereby they do not accept the authority of clergy. Education is 

considered very important to Muslims, so that they could distinguish 

between right and wrong, but when it comes to entry into heaven, the 

most noble in the sight of God are the most righteous and they may be 

honest, compassionate and helpful to others but not necessarily very 

educated.  Muslims don't worship their scholars because they believe 

that divinity belongs only to God.  Also since Islam is an ethical 

monotheistic religion the scholars may not change the Holy Scripture 

(Quran and Hadith) because Muslims view that all law, ethics and morals 

come from God.  So the job of the scholars is to interpret the Holy 

Scripture through the guidance of the Quran, Sunnah, and actions of the 

Companions of the Prophet as well as the actions of the other Prophets 

  

Holy Books 

The Qur'an is divided into 114 suras, or 

chapters, which combined, contain 

6,236 āyāt, or verses. The 

chronologically earlier suras, revealed 

at Mecca, are primarily concerned with 

ethical and spiritual topics.  

 

The later Medinan suras mostly discuss 

social and moral issues relevant to the 

Muslim community.  

 

The Qur'an is more concerned with 

moral guidance than legal instruction, 

and is considered the "sourcebook of 

Islamic principles and values".  

 

Muslim jurists consult the hadith 

("reports"), or the written record of 

Prophet Muhammad's life, to both 

supplement the Qur'an and assist with 

its interpretation.  

 

The science of Qur'anic commentary 

and exegesis is known as tafsir.  

 

Rules governing proper pronunciation 

are called tajwid. 
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Etiquette and diet 
Many practices fall in the category of adab, or Islamic etiquette. This 

includes greeting others with "as-salamu `alaykum" ("peace be unto 

you"), saying bismillah ("in the name of God") before meals, and using 

only the right hand for eating and drinking. Islamic hygienic practices 

mainly fall into the category of personal cleanliness and 

health. Circumcision of male offspring is also practiced in Islam. Islamic 

burial rituals include saying the Salat al-Janazah ("funeral prayer") over 

the bathed and enshrouded dead body, and burying it in a grave. 

Muslims are restricted in their diet. Prohibited foods include pork 

products, blood, carrion, and alcohol. All meat must come from 

an herbivorous animal slaughtered in the name of God by a Muslim, 

Jew, or Christian, with the exception of game that one has hunted or 

fished for oneself. Food permissible for Muslims is known as halal food 

Jihad 
Within Islamic jurisprudence, jihad is usually taken to mean military 

exertion against non-believer/non-Muslim/Muslim combatants who 

insulted Islam. The ultimate purpose of military jihad is debated, both 

within the Islamic community and without. Jihad is the only form of 

warfare permissible in Islamic law and may be declared against illegal 

works, terrorists, criminal groups, rebels, apostates, and leaders or 

states that oppress Muslims. Most Muslims today interpret Jihad as 

only a defensive form of warfare.  Jihad only becomes an individual 

duty for those vested with authority. For the rest of the populace, this 

happens only in the case of a general mobilization.  For most Twelver 

Shias, offensive jihad can only be declared by a divinely appointed 

leader of the Muslim community, and as such is suspended 

since Muhammad al-Mahdi's occultation in 868 AD. 

Festivals 

Eid al-Fitr 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the 

Islamic calendar. It is a time of fasting 

for the Islamic people. Each day during 

this month, Muslims all over the world 

abstain from eating, drinking, smoking, 

as well as participating in anything that 

is ill-natured or excessive; from dawn 

until the sun sets.  

 

The “Feast of Breaking of the Fast” is 

known as Eid al-Fitr, which marks the 

end of Ramadan. It falls on the first day 

of the next month, Shawwal and 

celebration lasts 3 days. 

Greetings 

1."Kul 'am wa enta bi-khair!" 

("May every year find you in good 

health!") 

  

2."Eid Mubarak!" 

("Blessed Eid!") 

  

3."Eid Saeed!" 

("Happy Eid!") 
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Islamic Denominations 

Sunni 
The largest denomination in Islam is Sunni Islam, which makes up 75%–

90% of all Muslims.  Sunni Muslims also go by the name Ahl as-

Sunnah which means "people of the tradition [of Muhammad]".  These 

hadiths, recounting Muhammad's words, actions, and personal 

characteristics, are preserved in traditions known as Al-Kutub Al-

Sittah (six major books).  

Sunnis believe that the first four caliphs were the rightful successors to 

Muhammad; since God did not specify any particular leaders to succeed 

him and those leaders were elected. Sunnis believe that anyone who is 

righteous and just could be a caliph but they have to act according to 

the Qur'an and the Hadith, the example of Muhammad and give the 

people their rights. 

The Sunnis follow the Quran, then the Hadith. Then for legal matters 

not found in the Quran or the Hadith, they follow four madh'habs 

(schools of thought): Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki and Shafi'i, established 

around the teachings of Abū Ḥanīfa, Ahmad bin Hanbal, Malik ibn 

Anas and al-Shafi'i respectively. 

All four accept the validity of the others and a Muslim may choose any 

one that he or she finds agreeable.  

Ahle Sunnat Barelvi and Deobandi movements of Sunni Islam accept the 

validity of all four Sunni schools of thought.  Ahle Sunnat 

Barelvi movement is South Asian revivalist movement of Sunni Islam 

with over 200 million followers. They believe themselves South Asia's 

heirs and representatives of the earliest Muslim community. The 

movement emphasizes primacy of Islamic law in all matters with 

Festivals 

Eid al-Adha (Bakra Eid) 

This festival is known as the “Feast of 

the Sacrifice” is the 10th day of Dhu al-

Hijjah. The festival is observed by all 

the Muslims across the world at the 

end of Hajj, the annual pilgrimage to 

Mecca.  

 

It is a commemoration of Prophet 

Ibrahim (Abraham)’s willingness to 

sacrifice his son Ismail (Ishmael) as an 

act of submission to Allah’s command 

and Ismail’s acceptance to being 

sacrificed. According to the story, 

despite being very sharp, the knife did 

not cut Ismail by following the 

command of Allah and great angel 

Jibreel (Gabriel) brought a ram to be 

sacrificed instead.  

 

Eid al-Adha celebrations last 4 days 

Greetings 

1. Bakra Eid Mubarak! 

 
2. Eid-ul-Adha Mubarak 

 
3. A very happy eid mubarak to you 
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adherence to Sufi practices and personal devotion to the 

Prophet Muhammad. Since partition of India and Pakistan in 1947, it has 

addressed leading political issues for Muslims. It has spread to South 

Africa, Europe, United States of America and in Australia with the help 

of their missionary movement Dawat-e-Islami and World Islamic 

Mission.  While Deobandi is an Indo-Pakistani reformist scholars 

movement centered in the Dar al-Ulum of Deoband. The school was 

founded in 1867)  Alternatively, the Salafi (also known as Wahabi or Ahl 

al-Hadith) is an ultra-orthodox Islamic movement which either rejects or 

doesn't strictly follow all four schools of Sunni thought, and they claim 

to take the first generation of Muslims as exemplary models 

Sufism 
Sufism or Tasawwuf (Arabic), according to its adherents, is the 

inner mystical dimension of Islam. Classical Sufi scholars have defined 

Sufism as "a science whose objective is the reparation of the heart and 

turning it away from all else but God".  Alternatively, in the words of 

the Darqawi Sufi teacher Ahmad ibn Ajiba, "a science through which one 

can know how to travel into the presence of the Divine, purify one's 

inner self from filth, and beautify it with a variety of praiseworthy 

traits".  Traditional Sufis, such as Bayazid Bastami,Jalaluddin Rumi, Haji 

Bektash Veli, Junaid Baghdadi, and Al-Ghazali, define Sufism as purely 

based upon the tenets of Islam and the teachings of Muhammad. Sufism 

(Tasawwuf) is a mystical-ascetic approach to Islam that seeks to find 

divine love and knowledge through direct personal experience of 

God.  By focusing on the more spiritual aspects of religion, Sufis strive to 

obtain direct experience of God by making use of "intuitive and 

emotional faculties" that one must be trained to use. Hasan al-Basri was 

inspired by the ideas of piety and condemnation of worldliness 

preached by Muhammad and these ideas were later further developed 

Other important days 

Islamic New Year 

It is the first day of Muharram, the first 

month in the Islamic calendar. The first 

Islamic year began in 610 AD with the 

Hijra of Prophet Muhammad and the 

first Muslims from Mecca to Medina. 

The Day of Ashura(Muharram) 

It is the 10th day of Muharram, on this 

day Prophet Noah’s ship landed on 

ground after The Flood. It is the day 

Red Sea was split off so that Prophet 

Musa and the believers escaped the 

Pharaoh and his army chasing them. It 

is also the day where Allah accepted 

the tawba (repentance) of the peoples 

of Prophet Adam and Prophet Yusuf 

(Joseph). 

Day of Arafa 

It is the 9th day of the month Dhu al-

Hijjah -the last month in the Islamic 

Calendar). It is also the second day of 

Hajj. The next day is the first day of Eid 

al-Adha 
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byAl-Ghazali in his books on Sufism. Sufism is popular in countries such 

as Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Senegal, Chad and Niger. 

Sufism enjoyed a strong revival in central Asia. Central Asia is 

considered to be a center of Sufism. Sufism has played a significant role 

in fighting against Tsars of Russia and Soviet colonization. Here, Sufis 

and their different orders are the main religious sources.  

Shia 
The Shia constitutes 10–20% of Islam and is its second-largest branch.  

Maria Massi Dakake argues that Shi'ism as a unique phenomenon 

within the larger body of Islamic community cannot be adequately 

described as a "sect" or "school", and it is also wrong to view it as an 

offshoot or detached community therein. Shiites have always 

considered themselves an integral part of the Islamic community and, 

in fact, to represent the elite believers thereof. Additionally, being 

more than just one of the many schools of Islamic thought, different 

branches of Shiite scholarship are aspects of a larger and more 

comprehensive phenomenon, embodying a completely independent 

system of religious and political authority and historical interpretation 

that deeply informs its own highly structured intellectual and religious 

hierarchy. Shiism, as such, despite being a minority, has made 

remarkable contributions to Islamic civilization that far outweighs its 

size.  

While the Sunnis believe that a Caliph should be elected by the 

community, Shia's believe that Muhammad appointed his son-in-

law, Ali ibn Abi Talib, as his successor and only certain descendants of 

Ali could be Imams. As a result, they believe that Ali ibn Abi Talib was 

the first Imam (leader), rejecting the legitimacy of the previous Muslim 

Other important days 

Laylat al-Qadr 

It is known as The Night of Power, The 

Night of Destiny as well. First verses of 

the Quran were revealed to prophet 

Muhammad in this night. It is in the 

last 10 days of Ramadan however exact 

day is not known. It is the most 

important night in Islam. Surat Al-Qadr 

describes its importance. 

Laylat al Mi’raj 

It is the night Prophet Muhammad 

ascended to the Jannah (Paradise). The 

part journey from Mecca to Jerusalem 

is called Isra and Mi’raj is the second 

part of the journey where Prophet 

Muhammad was ascended to Allah’s 

presence and to Jannah. Salah (daily 

prayers) became mandatory after this 

journey. 

Mawlid Al Nabi) 

It is known as Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi or 

Barafawat as well. It is the celebration 

of birthday of Prophet Muhammad. 

İmam Suyutî had called it as a bidat-i 

haseenah (a good innovation). 
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caliphs Abu Bakr, Uthman ibn al-Affan and Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

Shia Islam has several branches, the most prominent being 

the Twelvers (the largest branch), Zaidis and Ismailis. Different 

branches accept different descendants of Ali as Imams. After the 

death of Imam Jafar al-Sadiq who is considered the sixth Imam by 

the Twelversand the Ismaili's, the Ismailis recognized his son Isma'il 

ibn Jafar as his successor whereas the Twelver Shia's (Ithna Asheri) 

followed his other son Musa al-Kadhim as the seventh Imam. 

The Zaydis consider Zayd ibn Ali, the uncle of Imam Jafar al-Sadiq, as 

their fifth Imam, and follow a different line of succession after him. 

Other smaller groups include the Bohra as well as 

the Alawites and Alevi. Some Shia branches label other Shia branches 

that do not agree with their doctrine as Ghulat. 

Other denominations 

 Ahmadiyya is an Islamic reform movement (with Sunni roots) 

founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad that began in India in 1889 and 

is practiced by 10 to 20 million Muslims around the world. Ahmad 

claimed to have fulfilled the prophecies concerning the arrival of 

the 'Imam Mahdi' and the 'Promised Messiah'. 

 Non-denominational Muslims are Muslims who do not restrict 

their religious affiliation to any particular branch of Islam.  

 The Ibadi is a sect that dates back to the early days of Islam and is 

a branch of Kharijite and is practiced by 1.45 million Muslims 

around the world.  Unlike most Kharijite groups, Ibadism does not 

regard sinful Muslims as unbelievers. 

Architecture 

Perhaps the most important 

expression of Islamic art 

is architecture, particularly that of 

the mosque (four-iwan and hypostyle).  

 

Through the edifices, the effect of 

varying cultures within Islamic 

civilization can be illustrated.  

 

The North African and Spanish Islamic 

architecture, for example, has Roman-

Byzantine elements, as seen in 

the Great Mosque of Kairouan which 

contains marble and porphyry columns 

from Roman and Byzantine 

buildings, in the Alhambra palace 

at Granada, or in the Great Mosque of 

Cordoba. 

The Taj Mahal is regarded by many as 

the best example of Mughal 

architecture and is widely recognized 

as "the jewel of Muslim art in India". 

Designated a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site in 1983, on 7 July 2007 it was 

declared one of the Seven winners 

of New7Wonders of the World (2000–

2007) initiative in Lisbon. 
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 Mahdavia is an Islamic sect that believes in a 15th-century Mahdi, 

Muhammad Jaunpuri 

 The Quranists are Muslims who generally reject the Hadith.  

 Yazdânism is seen as a blend of local Kurdish beliefs and Islamic 

Sufi doctrine introduced to Kurdistan by Sheikh Adi ibn Musafir in 

the 12th century. 

 There are also black Muslim movements such as the Nation of 

Islam (NOI), Five-Percent Nation and Moorish scientists.  

Criticism 

Criticism of Islam has existed since Islam's formative stages. Early 

written criticism came from Christians, prior to the ninth century, many 

of whom viewed Islam as a radical Christian heresy.  Later there 

appeared criticism from the Muslim world itself, and also from Jewish 

writers and from ecclesiastical Christians.  

Objects of criticism include the morality of the life of Muhammad, the 

last law bearing prophet of Islam, both in his public and personal 

life. Issues relating to the authenticity and morality of the Qur'an, the 

Islamic holy book, are also discussed by critics. Other criticisms focus 

on the question of human rights in modern Islamic nations, and the 

treatment of women in Islamic law and practice.  In wake of the 

recent multiculturalism trend, Islam's influence on the ability of Muslim 

immigrants in the West to assimilate has been criticized 

Population World over  

Most Muslims are of two 

denominations: Sunni (75–90%) or Shia 

(10–20%).   

 

About 13% of Muslims live in 

Indonesia, the largest Muslim-majority 

country, 25% in South Asia, 20% in the 

Middle East, and 15% in Sub-Saharan 

Africa.  

 

Sizable Muslim communities are also 

found in Europe, China, Russia, and the 

Americas. Converts and immigrant 

communities are found in almost every 

part of the world.  

 

With about 1.62 billion followers or 

23% of the global population, Islam is 

the second-largest religion by number 

of adherents and, according to many 

sources, the fastest-growing major 

religion in the world. 
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Books on Islam  

 Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources by Martin Lings  

 Strategies of Prophet Muhammad by Omar Khayyám  

 Real Life Lesson From Quran by Muhammad Bilal Lakhani  

 The Muslim Home by Darussalam 

 200 Golden Hadith by Abdul Malik Mujahid  

 History of Makkah by Safiur Rahman Mubarakpuri  

 Golden Stories of Umar Ibn Al-Khatab by Abdul Malik Mujahid  

 The Illuminated Prayer: The Five-Times Prayer of the Sufis by Coleman 
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